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was never a science fiction

fan as a kid,” says Rob

Bowman, whose name is
nearly synonymous with the
genre. “And | was never a
‘Star Trek’ fan as a kid, but
now l've directed ‘Star Trek’
and ‘X-Files” and those are the
two things on TV that people

know me for.”

In fact, Bowman directed a whopping
35 episodes of “The X-Files” and 13
episodes of “Star Trek: The Next
Generation,” and in 1998 brought “X-
Files” to the big screen as his second
feature. But like many filmmakers
whose reputations are built on tales of
the fantastic, Bowman appears more

interested in storytelling than categoriza-

tion.

“As it happened, those were the shows
that | liked and they offered me some
creative latitude,” he offers. “With ‘Star
Trek” anything could happen each week,
and with ‘X-Files’ every episode was a
completely different animal, so | was

able to stretch. Those shows are hard to
pull off. They really challenge your sto-
rytelling muscles because they can
become funny and goofy and bad very
easily. So | had to be strict about my
approach. | really found it a challenge.”
Born in Texas but reared in the media
mecca of Burbank, Calif., Bowman start-
ed out in the Paramount mailroom
before he segued in 1982 to directing
insert shots and second-unit footage for
“A-Team” producer Stephen Cannell.
Making his debut as episode director
with a 1985 installment of Cannell’s
action series “Stingray,” Bowman soon
became one of the busiest hourlong
directors in Hollywood, helming every-
thing from “Alien Nation” and
“Quantum Leap” to “Baywatch” and
“MacGyver.” Bowman received three
Emmy nominations for his work on “The
_X-Files” (he was also a producer on the
series), and made his 1993 feature film
debut with the teen actioner “Airborne.
His third film, “Reign of Fire,” is a

"

futuristic thriller starring Christian Bale,
Matthew McConaughey and Izabella
Scorupco. Set in 2084 England, the July
12 Touchstone release depicts small
bands of humans struggling to survive in

a world dominated by enormous fire-
breathing dragons.

It focuses on a British “fire chief”
named Quinn (Bale), who is responsible
for containing the firestorms precipitated
by beasts he inadvertently unleashed as
a boy. Quinn manages to keep a small
community of survivors alive in an
abandoned castle. Van Zan
(McConaughey) is a cocky American
who comes to England to prove he can
kill the beasts and save mankind.
Scorupco plays a pilot and Bale’s love
interest.

In Focus spoke to Bowman about,
among other things, why he didn’t covet
the biggest stars for “Reign of Fire,” how
the film’s dragons are inspired by his
golden retriever, and how he hopes to
top 1981's “Dragonslayer.”

“Reign of Fire” seems to be a mix of
genres. How would"you categorize it?

It has an aspect of fantasy because of
the dragons — it’s about a world overrun
by dragons, so | guess that also catego-
rizes it as science fiction, but it really is
a suspense thriller.

Christian Bale said he agreed to make
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